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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE ’ . .
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793 TED IN Tl N
AND 794, OF THE U. S. CODE, AS AMENDED. TS TRANSMISSION OR REVEL-

ATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON THIS lS UNEVALUA .FORMA 0
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early June 1954 Heinrich Rém, Minister for Machime .-

requested ‘of th rﬁi_3?¥ifiiif_~__‘ii‘"i_~\il-ﬁ

'mediate“impo t of 4,000 tons steel from the a-t.:{;tél

MNG Union be authorized. These si jports vere to bo‘ila

4 . to the enterprises producing screwsy rectlfiers, and motors in order
'\A/>f//'. to enable them to cover the pr

_ quarter of 1954 and to make ﬁp@ ‘?“ T - , R
O\ 77 the first quarter of 1954, ‘The amcust oo . S
i;/;}é(\ importéd would not be sufflcien%’tG”fgver 3 ”Tgigntionikgj.

- E 8

2e - Rau's proposal met with heavy opposition from Kurt Gregor, Minister
for Forg#ign #nd Domestic:Trade, who stated that the East German
- currency situation would not even 'allow consideration of Rau's

g proposal. After violent discussions in the Council of Minister§
B between Rau, Gregor, and Fritz Selbmann, the Minister for Heavy
i ~” . Industry, sters decided in late J\l!§k t
- \/Q\ 1,000 tons iof | nnx should be imported immedis
IR _,from the USB!. ‘s proposal for the importing of tons » \ﬁas
: rejected because of the lack of ‘currency. Minister Gregor was .
requested by the s to import considerable )
amounts of screws but in view -of theg bad cure
rency situation,. he could not guarantee that such impo ts would take

place in the .

near future. R ]
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The shortage of otoel and the insufficiean Tes
to alleviate<s§\p shortage in the foreseeabla fufure have creatdd
a serious situation”in almost M1l rises under igi'iinili““*
for Machine Construction becauss teel and/or screws are [
urgently required for the fulf4llmes £ their produoeti
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